Road Safety Issues in Uganda

Introduction 
The road sector is ultimately the most important mode of transportation in Uganda as it carries 97% of freight cargos and 99% of the passenger traffics. As the population rapidly grows, the number of vehicles on the roads has been simultaneously increasing. Between 2000 and 2010, the number of vehicles in Uganda increased from 300,000 to 800,000, along with the number of deaths due to traffic accidents. Today, Uganda has the second highest rate of road accidents in Africa and the world after Ethiopia. According to the World Health Organization’s Global Status Report on Road Safety 2013, Uganda is named among countries with alarmingly high road accident rates. If such trend of traffic accidents continues to increase, the health losses from traffic injuries may be ranked as the second to HIV/AIDS by 2020. 
Traffic Accidents Rate
The number of traffic accidents has been greatly increasing every year. As shown in the table below, the number of road accidents has greatly increased from 19,867 accidents in 2007 to 22,272 accidents in 2011, while the deaths from such incidents rose from 2,597 in 2007 to 3,343 in 2011. The number of fatalities in Uganda is quite high compared to other African countries, as the road traffic accident death rate is 10.1 per 100,000 populations. In 2011, the total number of vehicles involved in crashes was 35,716. Cars accidents were most involved in road traffic accidents with 12,095 cars (33%), while there were 8,743 motorcycles (24.5%).
Annual Road Traffic Accidents 2007 – 2011
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(Source: Uganda Police Force Report 2011)

Victims

Considering the high fatality rate from traffic accidents, such road Safety issues must be considered as one of the major health issues in Uganda. Road safety is a predominant subject that must be taken into account by every individual, as it not only affects the driver and passengers of the relevant vehicles, but also victimizes motorcyclists, pedal cyclists, and even the pedestrians. According to the Uganda Police Force, pedestrians were the largest casualty class killed accounting for 39.2% of all casualties followed by passengers at 29.3 percent in 2011. The majority of the accidents occur in the Kampala Metropolitan area due to the rapid increase in traffic, presence of motor vehicles, population, and especially the use of commercial motorcycle Boda-Bodas. 
Economy

In addition, the traffic accidents that occur across the nation also greatly influence Uganda’s economic growth as well. According to the Works Minister, Eng. Abaraham Byandala, road accidents ultimately hinder Uganda’s development and the efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, as the country loses approximately Shs 800 billions per year due to traffic accidents. In addition to the emotional losses suffered by the related individuals, there are great financial burdens due to the extortionate cost of treatment in hospitals, investigation of the accidents, and etc. Such expenditure of money ultimately hinders the development in the long term as the money could have been utilized for other human service deliveries, both by the government and the individuals. 

Efforts/Recommendations
There are various matters that contribute to the causes of traffic accidents in Uganda. According to the Uganda Police Force, the majority of the accidents are due to the careless and reckless/dangerous driving, as they amount to 38.9% of road accidents in 2011. The human factors, such as careless driving, reckless driving, over speeding, over loading, careless pedestrians, operating under the influence of alcohol and drugs, and passenger falling from vehicles, contributed to more than 80 percent of road accidents. In addition, the majority of the motor vehicles in Uganda are generally the imported second-handed cars that are already in poor conditions with no clear mechanisms to inspect vehicles on a regular basis. 
As noted in the Uganda Police Force Report of 2011, there have been great efforts to reduce such alarming numbers of road accidents by increasing police presence on the roads and enforcement of traffic regulations, however, such efforts may not be fully accomplished without the infrastructure improvements of the roads by the relevant authorities. Not only are the road users blamed for lack of proficient skills and knowledge to operate on roads, but the relevant authorities of the roads are also to be accountable for the high rate of road accidents as well. As the current road structures in Uganda do not meet the needs of increased traffic flows, the relevant authorities must seek to mend such issues. In addition, the two outmoded Ugandan laws of Roads Act of 1949 and Access to Roads Act of 1969 ultimately contributes to such high rate of traffic accidents as well. As suggested in the current study of URSSI, the extension of the road width should be increased to at least 40 meters from 15 meters in order to allow for easy maneuver in case of accidents. 
